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INTRODUCTION  

 

For many years, the penitentiary system has been one of the most discussed and 

problematic sectors of the criminal justice system in Armenia.   

The activities of the Group of Public Monitors Implementing Supervision over the 

Criminal-Executive Institutions and Bodies of the Ministry of Justice of RA during 2018 and the 

collected data in this regard allow to fact that the penitentiary system and the right of detainees 

continue to remain as a problematic component of the sector.  

The detention conditions, inadequate and irrelevant medical care, corruption cases and 

criminal subculture are of particular concer, which rise other problems. The low level social security 

conditions of the penitentiary bodiesô employees and the guarantees provided by the state, as well as 

their inadequate professional abilities are considered one of the most problematic issues in the sector. 

It should be mentioned, that positive changes were recorded in separate sectors of the 

penitentiary institution during the reporting year. For example, the overcrowding of the penitentiary 

institutions has been one of the main sector problemsfor many years: this issue has been raised both 

by the monitors and the relevant international organizations.   

As shown by the collected data of 2018, the number of detainees decreased in the reporting 

year. The latter is conditioned both by the increase of the number of prisoners, who were granted with 

early conditional release and the amnesty granted in November of 2018. At the same time, the 

monitors recorded the overcrowding issue in separate cases, particularly in different cells of 

ñNubarashenò penitentiary institution.  

The issue of providing medical care is strictly important, in regard to which the members 

of the Monitoring Group receive calls that the medical assistance is delayed in some cases or 

inaduaqate service is provided to the prisoners.  

During 2018, 612 self-harm cases were recorded in RA Ministry of Justice penitentiary 

institutions, 190 self-harm cases were prevented as a result of the conducted social-psychological 

works. In 2018, 18 death cases were recorded in penitentiary institutions under the RA Ministry of 

Justice.  

More detailed information on the mentioned issues is presented below.  
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METHODOLOGY  

 

The Monitoring Group received overall 99 calls related to the above mentioned issues in 

2018. 82 visits were carried out by the Group based on the received calls and upon the initiative of 

the Group.  

Overall 104 letters on the problems raised during the carried out visits were elaborated on  

medical care, healthcare conditions of the prisoners, self-harm and hunger strike cases, corruption 

risks and security, as well as detention conditions and other situations.   

In 2018, 35 current and 5 urgent reports were filed to the RA Ministry of Justice by the 

Monitoring Group. To conduct different sector studies, 16 surveys and 48 other letters were presented 

by the Monitoring Group.   

The presented information, facts and raised issues are results of data, domestic legislative 

regulations and relevant international criteria comperative analysis recorded during the monitoring. 

Therefore, the Report presents the concrete outcomes of the public oversight according to 

sectors and the problems recorded in the relevant sector, measures directed towards their solutions, 

as well as feedback by the Republic of Armenia state bodies and taken measures.  

In some sectors, the recorded problems are better demonstrated through the presented 

picturs.  

The Report is based on the information from different sources, particularly:  

1. Constant visits and calls-based monitoring  

2. Scheduled visits and sectoral monitoring  

3. Private conversations and interviews with current and former prisoners during the visits, who 

were released in 2018  

4. Applications of the prisoners' relatives  

5. Conversation-discussions with the representatives of the penitentiary institutions staffs 

6. Document examination  

7. Letters filed to the RA Ministry of Justice and their response letters, observations  

8. Analysis of the domestic legislation and international documents.  

 

 The Report presents the current situation in the following sectors of the penitentiary 

institutions: medical service, self-harm and suicide cases, detection of prohibited items and their 

further process, vulnerable groups and discrimination cases, corruption demonstrations, hierarchical 

relations, chances for release. In regard to each sectoral issue, the Report presents also their possible 

solution suggestions in the relevant ñRecommendationsò section.  
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 While presenting the content of the letters addressed to the relevant Republic of Armenia 

state bodies related to the prisoners or the detainees, the Monitoring Group, maintaining the principal 

of the protection of personal data, does not publish the identification data of the detainees, using only 

the first letters, with the exclusion of the cases with high political interests, which were published in 

media.  

 A number of terms are used in the Report, which are furtherly explained:  

¶ Vulnerable groups - this terms seperates persons with special needs, including prisoners in 

need of special medical assistance and/or care (mental illness problems, persons with 

disabilities, tuberculosis, with HIV/AIDS), LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 

intersex), persons not abiding the ñcriminalò laws or those who violated the latter and 

committed certain crimes. 

 

 

 

The Repeated Problems Recorded by the Monitoring Group during the Last Years and the 

Minist ry of Justice Reform Prospective 

 

 The daily conditions, medical care and food supply, corruption cases and other issues at 

the penitentiary institutions were of the key importance for the activities of Monitoting Group.  

During the last years, the Monitoring Goups conducted multisectoral monitoring, the 

results of which were presented in the relevant annual reports, refleceting the following main 

problems1:  

Medical service  

¶ Law-quality and belated medical services 

¶ Insufficiency of medical staff and relevant sectoral professionals  

¶ Problems to ensure medicine supply   

¶ Delays in organizing of medical examinations  

¶ Inefficient activities related to the early conditional release based on severe diseases.  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 http://pmg.am/hy/library/annual-reports  

http://pmg.am/hy/library/annual-reports
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Corruption cases 

¶ Illegal payments for the transfer of detainees to the medical unit of the penitentiary institution 

for getting medical treatment  

¶ Illegal payments for the transfer of detainees to the public hospitals  

¶ Illegal payments related to getting additional visits at the penitentiary institutions   

¶ ñServiceò related payments for allowing to take and keep prohibited items (mobile phone) at 

the penitentiary, as well as payments for the return of the detected mobile phone  

¶ Illegal mounthly payments for the cells, for example for for having a more comfortable cell.  

 

 

Criminal subculture  

¶ The presence of the prison criminal culture, which often replaces the administration, therefore 

the criminal rules also replace the official procedural rules and have a more powerful role in 

the regulation of internal relations, also raises a number of problems and corruption risks, 

including: increase in the number of double crimes conditioned by the availability of the 

criminal subcultures, as well as in the inefficiency of the correction and resocialization of the 

detainee. 

 

Penitentiary institutions detention conditions2 

¶ The inhumane, degrading, humiliating conditions of the ñNubarashenò penitentiary institution 

both for the detainees and the penitentiary employees  

¶ Poor cell conditions  

¶ The uncomfortable restroom and cell conditions in different penitentiaries.  

 

Food  

¶ Problems related to the quality of food  

¶ The lack of provided food diversity  

¶ The impossibility of diatery and additional food  

 

It should be mentioned, that positive changes have been recorded related to the provision 

of bread in the penitentiary institutions3. Despite the changes in the quality of bread, the baking 

conditions of bread continue to remain concerning and problematic. 

                                                           
2 Information of the detention conditions of each penitentiary is available in the annual reports of the Monitoring 

Group   
3Additional reference will be made in the relevant section of the report.  
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The Monitoring Group presented recommendations in regard  other problems, which were 

of continuing nature. The latter were presented in the annual reports and seperate reports as well.  

  Thus, back on May 29 of 2018, the Monitoring Group applied to RA Ministry of Justice 

presenting a package on legislative recommendations for 2017-2018. The legislative 

recommendations related to different sectors, including:  

¶ Recommendations on the changes of the internal codes of conduct in correctional institutions 

and detention places operating under the penitentiary service of the Repulic of Armeania 

Ministry of Justice 

¶ Changes in the RA Penitentiary Code  

¶ Recommendations on the changes in the penitentiary service    

¶ On the regulations related to the deprivation of parental rights  

¶ On the journalists access to the penitentiary institutions 

¶ On the regulations and restrictions related to obtaining of the medical cards, etc.  

 

As for the recommendations presented in seperated cases, the RA Ministry of Justice 

demanded to present international best practice, as well as analysis on the related regulation.  It should 

be mentioned, the such activities are not included in the fucntions of the Monitoring Group, moreover, 

the latter requires additional resources. It is notable, that the issues raised by the mentioned 

recommendations required additional analysis4. In some cases, the RA Ministry of Justice mentioned 

in regard to the presented recommendations, that the latter would be discussed in the planned 

changes5.  

Overall, the reponses filed to RA Ministry of Justice on recommendation are not satisfying. 

A seperate recommendation package on the solution of problem related to the current criminal 

subcultures in the penitentiary institution was presented by the Monitoring Group6. In parallel to the 

submitted recommendations, the Monitoring Group recommended to organize a discussion on the 

presented issue. Mutual discussion with the RA Ministry of Justice on the presented recommendations 

back in June of 2018 was organized only in May of 2019.  

The RA Ministry of Justice required to present international best practice study and 

analysis on seperate provisions of the mentioned receommendations. As for the other 

recommendations, the RA Ministry of Justice presented already the implemented work7.  

 

                                                           
4 http://pmg.am/hy/news/successful-cases/2018-11-26-11-34-56  
5 Same place  
6 http://pmg.am/hy/news/successful-cases/2018-09-03-10-45-39  
7 Same place  

http://pmg.am/hy/news/successful-cases/2018-11-26-11-34-56
http://pmg.am/hy/news/successful-cases/2018-09-03-10-45-39
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Recommendations of the Monitoring Group on the Strategy for 2018-2038 and its Action Plan  

  The RA Government draft decree on ñConfirming the Strategy for the Improvement of the 

Penitentiary System in the Republic of Armenia for 2018-2038 and its Action Planò was published in 

the unified website for publication of legal actsô drafts opertating under the RA Ministry of Justice.  

The Monitoring Group presented recommendations on the above mentioned draft decision, 

as a result 3 recommendations were approved, 8 recommendations were approved partially and 2 

recommendations were not approved. 

In accordance with the policy in penitentiary sector, the latter was circulated at the official 

unified website for publication of legal acts' drafts on December of 2018 to be supplemented.  

  The Monitoring Group expressed its approach, that the deadline for the implementation of 

the  activities prescribed by the Strategy is minumum 4 years and in case of some other activities even 

up to 10-20 years. Practically, it is possible to reach fundamental changes within 4 years.  

  As mentioned by the Monitoring Group, those who implemented the current draft decision 

should carry personal responsibility both for the success or the failure of the program and the 

responsibility within the mentioned deadlines is not possible.  

  According to the Monitoring Group, a strategy for 20 years with such timing is irrational 

and can not have high efficiency.  

  The RA Ministry of Justice approved the recommendation of the Monitoring Group, 

mentioning that within the final supplements of the draft decision, the issue of setting shorter timing 

for the implementation of the Strategy on the Improvement of the Penitentiary System and its Action 

Plan for 2018-2038 will be a matter of discussion. 

On March 29 of 2019, the Monitoring Group presented new recommendation on the 

Strategy regarding the directions in the program8.  

The main gaps of the strategy program, shortcoming and problematic provisions were 

raised in the latter. Particularly, as for the gaps in the program directions, the Monitoring Group 

mentioned, that the target directions prescribed by the program are incomplete and do not cover all 

the sectors, where realistic problems are detected. Thus, the Monitoring Group presented an approach, 

according to which the current strategy program lacks the vision for restorative justice, its general 

approaches and principals, meanwhile the latter is considered the main objective of the Strategy.  

Furtherly, it was recorded, that there is no note related to the criminal subculture and 

hierarchical relations, which are considered as the reason for the majority of problems in the 

penitentiary institutions. Similiarly, the issue of vulnerable groups in the penitentiaries was left out. 

The latter is mentioned only in case of prisoners with disabilities, meanwhile the latter includes a 

                                                           
8 http://pmg.am/hy/news/successful-cases/2018-38  

http://pmg.am/hy/news/successful-cases/2018-38
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larger scope of people. The Monitoring Group presented the relevant recommendation on the above 

mentioned and other issues9. The Monitoring Group did not receive any opinions on the 

recommendations by the Ministry of Justice.  

  It should be mentioned, that the Monitoring Groupôs efforts directed towards the raised 

issues from different platforms and in different formats are not respectively appreciated by the 

Ministry of Justice.  

  After the reforms of 2018, the intentions for reforming the sector are welcoming, but no 

tangible improvements were recorded in this regard. The letter, with its philosophy and content, on 

the Strategy for 2018-2038 elaborated back in 2017 is a clear proof to this.  

 

 

 

 Detention Conditions of the Penitentiary Institutions  
 

The detention conditions at the penitentiary institutions under the RA Ministry of Justice 

are not so much different from the previous years data. The Monitoring Group recorded bad cell, 

kitchen and sanitary-hygienic conditions. Nubarashen penitentiary institution is still of concern with 

its cell conditions, which is inhumane for the prisoners and the staff of the penitentiary instition.  

 

ü The number of detainnes  

 

According to the official data provided by the RA Ministry of Justice, the total number of the 

detainees at the penitentiary institutions for 2018 was 4111 and the factual total number of prisoner 

as of 01.01.2019 was 2266. As shown by the mentioned numbers, the number of detainees at the 

penitentiary institutions decreased. The main reason for this decrease was conditioned by the amnesty 

granted in regard to the criminal cases on the occasion of the 2800th Anniversary of ñYerevan-

Erebuniò Foundation and the 100th Anniversary of the First Republic of Armenia respectively, as a 

result of which 641 prisoners were released as of April 30 of 2019. 

It should be mentioned, that though the number of the detainees decreased for the mentioned 

period, overcrowding cases were recorded in different cell especially in ñNubarashenò penitentiary.  

 

1.1 Overall description of the recorded detention conditions during 2018  

 

The monitoring of the detention conditionsof the RA penitentiary institutions is one of the 

key fucntions of the Monitoring Group.  

                                                           
9 http://pmg.am/hy/news/successful-cases/2018-38  

http://pmg.am/hy/news/successful-cases/2018-38
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During the 14 years of activities, the Monitoring Group recorded slow positive changes of 

the detention conditions in the penitentiary institutions.  

During the scheduled visit of the Monitoring Group, the detention conditions, particularly 

the cell, accommodation restrooms were examined. Special attention was drawn to the level of natural 

lighting and availability of electricity equipment in the cell, the heathing system, bedding conditions 

and to other circumstances as well.  

V It is prescribed by the minimum standard rules on the treatment with prisoners, that the cells of 

the penitentiary institutions shall be suited to the sanitary-hygienic requirements, moreover, the 

climatic conditions (particularly the minimum surface, lighting, heathing and air conditioning) shall 

be of special importance.  

 

V It is prescribed by point 34 of the internal code of conduct of the detention places and correctional 

institutions under the RA Mininstry of Justice, that the ensurance of cleaning of prison or correctional 

institution area, the cells or shelters, household items of detainees or prisoners shall be considered 

as one of the main priorities of the detaineeôs personal hygiene.  

 

V According to Mandela rules, all the accommodation cells shall meet all requirements of health, 

due regard being paid to climatic conditions and particularly to cubic content of air, minimum floor 

space, lighting, heating and ventilation. 

 

Despite the mentioned criteria, the detention conditions in the penitentiary institutions 

continue to remain problematic, the solution of which should not only be saught in the financial 

investments and reconstruction works, but also in the prevention of the alledged differentiations by 

the state against prisoners and employess of the penitentiary institutions and ensurance of equal 

conditions for everybody. 

During the visits, the members of the Monitoring Group had private conversations about 

detention conditions both with detainees and the heads of staffs of the penitentiary institutions to have 

a complete image on the current situation. For example, as mentioned during the meeting with the 

staff of ñKoshò penitentiary institution, the latter highlighted that the majority of the problems arise 

also from the hierarchical relations, which, though had been regulated to some extent, but it requires 

time for their complete elimination. Only detenainees serving under ñsemiclosedò or ñsemiopenò 

regime are kept in ñKoshò penitentiary institution. The penitentiary institution has 2 dormitories, 

which are partially reconstructed over time. Restrooms are outside the dormitories, are for general 

use under poor sanitary-hygienic conditions. Overall, the detention conditions are the same as during 
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the previous years: the only big difference is the additional area, since the number of detainees is 

decreased.  

The penitentiary institutions needs technical equipment ensurance, including 13 computers, 

7 printer and 2 scanners.  

The prisoners and detainees of ñNubarashenò penitentiary institution complained about 

the stench and heathing system of the penitentiary during the visit of the Monitoring Group. Almost 

all the detainees heat their cells and accommodations with supplementary heathing equipment, which 

were bought on their own expenses.  

In this regard, it should be mentioned, that on September 20 of 2018, the European Court 

of Human Rights published a decision on the case Gasparyan v. Armenia, where, the detention 

conditions of ñNubarashenò penitentiary institution during 2008 was raised among other issues.  The 

European Court of Human Rights accepted, that, by the given case, the applicant was subjected to 

inhumane, humiliating treatment conditioned by poor cell conditions. The European Court of Human 

Rights accepted, that separate cells were overcrowded with bad sanitary-hygienic conditions, which 

is equall to inhumane, degrading and humiliating treatment10.  

It is notable, that 10 years after the case, the same problems in the basement and in different 

cells of ñNubarashenò penitentiary institution are still available, which were constantly raised by the 

Monitoring Group, but complete and systematic solution for their elimination has not been initiated. 

The reconstruction works initiated in 2019 can be a solution to the presented issue, but the complete 

solution should be considered the complete cease of ñNubarashenò penitentiary institution 

operations.  

  It was detected by the results of monitoring on the availability of area in ñSevanò 

penitentiary institution, that the latter is not adjusted to the needs of the prisoners with disability. In 

response to the observation, the employee of the penitentiary institution mentioned, that prisoners 

with such problems are moves to the ñHospital of Convictò penitentiary institution.  

 

1.2 Detention Conditions of Cells and Quarantine Units 

 

Taking into consideration the annual reports presented by the Monitoring Group for the 

previous years, the main changes of the detentions conditions recorded in the penitentiary institutions 

under the RA Ministry of Justice will be presented in the current report.  

                                                           
10 Gaspari v. Armenia, complaint number 44769/08, September 20 of 2018  
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ñArtikò penitentiary institutions is built of tufa stone. The stone itself is humid and as a result, 

the whole penitentiary is under humidity. The administration of the penitentiary institution 

highlighted the reconstruction necessity of the penitentiary.  

The room of the controller in poor conditions was immediately noticed by the Monitoring 

Group while entering the punishment cells of the detainees. Air conditioning problem was noticed in 

the cells, because of which it was not possible to distinguish the cell from the toilet.  

The closed and semiclosed regimes are operating in ñHrazdanò penitentiary. The relevant 

cells were monitored, as a result it was concluded that the cells were in good conditions. There were 

differences between the cells of different detainees in terms of furniture, curtains, availability of 

television.  

The Monitoring Group also visited the cell of the homosexual detainees and recorded that the 

latter was in more modest conditions than the other cells.  

Humid and disgusting smell was recorded in the corridor and in the cells of ñHrazdanò 

penitentiary institution and the toilet was in poor condition. The Monitoring Group recorded, that hot 

water was supplied for the prisoners between 10:00 PM to 18:00 PM.  

Water supply problems conditioned by the solar battery failure was recorded in ñVanadzorò 

penitentiary institution.  The penitentiary staff complained about the water supply through solar 

system and its constant failure. As stated, the organization in charge of installing the solar batteries 

was dissolved and was not responsible for further problems connected to the operation of the system 

and as for the failures, which were of constant nature, can not be recovered by other specialists. The 

Monitoring Group filed a relevant letter on the raised problems in the penitentiary institution to the 

RA Ministry of Justice, in response to which it was detected that there was no specialized 

organization, which would provide the relevant services for the restoration of the solar batteries11.  

The quarantine cells were humid in ñNubarashenò penitentiary: the walls were broken and 

the restrooms were in bad sanitary-hygienic conditions. There are problems of lighting (lack of 

electric lamp) and heathing in some cells (cell 6) of the ñNubarashenò penitentiary institution. Some 

cells were reconstructed and furnished by the efforts of the detainees. During the interview with one 

of the detainees at the ñNubarashenò penitentiary institution, the latter mentioned, that number 2 and 

3 cells respectively had electricity failure and the windows of the punishment cells were broken. 

There was stench, humidity in the corridor and the quarantince cells, as well as the cells for the strikers 

were in humiliating conditions. 

The restroom for the employees of the penitentiary was also in poor conditions and there was 

stench.  

 

                                                           
11 http://pmg.am/hy/news/successful-cases/2019-02-15-02-23-57  

http://pmg.am/hy/news/successful-cases/2019-02-15-02-23-57
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The following picture present more details.  

 

  
ñArtikò PI 

 

ñHrazdanò PI  

  
ñNubarashenò PI  

 

ñHrazdanò PI 
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ñSevanò PI  

 

ñNubarashenò PI  

 

 

 

1.3 Bathing conditions, toilet/laundry  

 

The following image in regard to ensurance of bathing conditions was recorded during 

2018. There is 1 bathroom with 3 showers and 1 changing room in ñYerevan-Kentronò penitentiary 

institution. As mentioned by the staff of the penitentiary, the detainees themselves bring their hygienic 

items, but in some cases, the penitentiary also provides.  

Each detainee is allowed to have shower once in a week in ñKoshò penitentiary institution. 

The detainees, who work can have showers more than once on a weekly basis. There are 16 showes in 

the bathroom, the penitentiary does not have problem of the supply of cold/hot water.  

Detainee from ñKoshò penitentiary institution work in the laundy service of the penitentiary 

on paied basis. Each week, the detainees bring their clothes and other items for cleaning.  

The laundry workers in ñHrazdanò penitentiary is from other place. There is certain 

monthly laundry schedule in ñHrazdanò penitentiary: they wash the laundry according to 

measurement of kilograms and 40 gram of laundry powder is intended for 1 kilogram of laundry.  

The Monitoring Group detected, that water was supplied to the cells until 18:00 PM and 

hot water between 10:00 AM to 18:00 PM: There is a problem detected in the toilet of the penitentiary: 

there is stench in the whole ground and working conditions of the controller are also inhumane.  

Ther are 4 laundry machines in ñVanadzorò penitentiary institutions, one of which is out 

of order. The detainees here take their clothes for laundry mainly during the bating days.  

Relevant conditions for laundry in the ñHospital of Convictsò penitentiary was not 

recorded by the Monitoring Group.  

The following picture present more details.  
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ñArtikò PI 
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1.4  Sanitary-hygienic items  

 

Sanitary-hygienic problems in the penitetiary institutions under the RA Ministry of Justice 

were detected also in 2018.  

  In a line with Rule 18.1 of the Commitment 2 (2006) of the ñEuropean Prison Rulesò 

adoped by the Ministerial Committte, the detention conditions (é) of the people deprived of liberty 

should be in a line with healthcare and hygienic requirements (é).  

  During the visits, the Monitoring Group detected the following:  

  During the montiroing conducted in ñArtikò penitentiary institution, it was detected, that 

each detainee is provided with 1 hand soap (100 grams) 2 toilet papers, 50 ml of toothpaste for one 

month, as well as 1 tooth brush only for 1 year, 3 razors for 1 month respectively. The detainees are 

aslo provided with lingery, 3 t-shirts, 6 pairs of socks for each month, 1 pair of semi-flat shoes once 

in 2 years and 1 pair of shoes once in one year.  

  As stated by the employee of ñArtikò penitentiary, the detainess often do not use provided 

clothes.   

The Monitoring Group states, that the hats and shirts are of poor quality and uncomfortable 

for wearing. The winter coats are quite warm and comfortable. There was only one type of towel: no 

other tower for personal hygiene was noticed by the Group.  
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The detainees usually do not wear the uniform of prisoners. The uniform is used only for 

visits and morning, evening prisoner calculation.  

Similar situations were detected in ñVanadzorò, ñHrazdanò and ñKoshò penitentiary 

institutions respectively.  

 

The following picture present more details.   

  
 

ñHospital of Convictsò PI  

 

 

 

ñSevanò PI 

 

 

 

ñAbovyanò PI ñKoshò PI 
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1.5 Enurance of the right to rest  

 

The rest conditions of the detainees were also monitored by the Monitoring Group during 

2018.  

Pursuant to Point 10 of Paragraph 1 of Article 12 of the RA Penitentiary Code, the detainee 

has the right to (é) rest, including outdoor walk or excerices and 8 hour sleep.  

According to point 87 of the annex to the RA Government decree number 1543-N dated 

August 3 of 2006, the walking areas for the convicts or the juvenile detainees in the correctional 

institutions should be customized with physical exercise equipment, playground etc.  

Thus, there are 6 walking gardens near the area of ñKentronò penitentiary institution, 

which are situated at the rooftop of the building. The latter are small areas separated from each other 

with 4 walls and with transparent ceiling (4 meters width and 8 meters of lenghth): there is no outdoor 

view from inside and the visibility is strictly limited. Moreover, during rainy season it is not possible 

to stay there for a long time and only one small part is closed with shelter.  

There are 2 gym bikes in the corridor taking to the walking area of the penitentiary. As 

stated by the controller, prisoners use the gym bike.  

  The walking are in ñHrazdanò penietentiary institution is quite narrow, with small area, 

the visibility is closed, only the sky is visible. There was a gym and newly constructed chapel in the 

area.  

  The gym of ñVardashenò penitentiary was equipped with table tennis, had gym 

equipment, as well as there was a billiard hall. As mentioned by the penitentiary employees, the 

detainees could use the gym at any time, since they could directly go the gym through the regime 

time corridor.  

  In a line with Rules 27.2 and 27.4 respectively of the European Prison Rules, properly 

organised activities to promote physical fitness and provide for adequate exercise and recreational 

opportunities shall form an integral part of prison regimes and prison authorities shall facilitate such 

activities by providing appropriate installations and equipment. 
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The following picture present more details. 
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